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Dear Itasca 10 Families,

Tonight the Board of Education further reviewed the Health and Safety Plans with Phased
Masking.   A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on this plan will be released later tomorrow.

The plan continues nine distinct mitigation strategies and provides for different stages for
masking. The masking stages are based on community and school based Covid incidence or
count over a 10 day period of time. The District 10 Incidence over the last 10 days (and prior 20
days) is under 1%. The Community Incidence for Itasca zip code over the last 10 days is at
4.63%, Low range. In addition to low District and community incidence the availability of
vaccinations for all students 5 and older has been met this last fall 2021 (students are not
required to be vaccinated). Only because all three of these conditions have been met as
indicated in our original Summer 2021 Plan are we able to implement Phased Masking. On
Friday, February 18th we will move to “Recommended but not Required” Masking.

I am aware that many other districts have started a similar approach or intend to do so in the
following weeks. I am also aware there are many interpretations of court cases, legal and
health guidance and how these apply to school districts. The District and Board of Education
has evaluated all of this in regards to moving forward and does so with the support of our
teachers and staff. As legal guidance is forthcoming they will continue to do so and may modify
our Health and Safety Plans accordingly. As a community we are entitled to different
viewpoints. In leading District 10, I am disappointed by the conduct and lack of civility that has
been displayed by some individuals. It does not support our teachers or administrators in their
practice and does little to help us as we all navigate difficult times. I will continue to ask for
patience, kindness and grace to be extended between everyone. I am thankful for the many
parents who have practiced and demonstrated that. Our students and staff deserve that!

Once again, because these conditions have been met and because of additional factors, the
Board of Education has reviewed and endorsed my recommendation to start Phased
Masking Friday, February 18th. Itasca District 10 will be in the “Recommended but not
Required” stage next week.  This reflects that:

● Students are not required to mask but are recommended to do so by this
communication. Students may be in regular classroom settings with or without
masks.

● Parents/guardians who send their student to school without a directive to wear a
mask acknowledge and accept the risks arising from attending school without a
protective face covering.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dasYdBzeMesUO-kZy44Nvmt0IHzn1ctkpluj8gycPrs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dasYdBzeMesUO-kZy44Nvmt0IHzn1ctkpluj8gycPrs/edit?usp=sharing


● Situational masking may still apply, when students are working under 3ft.
distance in small groups or in the event that a classroom experiences an
outbreak. An outbreak has only occurred once this year in one class. If that
were to occur masking would be required for all students in that room for
approximately 4-10 days or students can choose to stay home.

● Masking continues to be a requirement on buses, during athletics in some cases
and for certain field trip destinations.

● The rest of this week, teachers will focus on implementation plans with students
and begin to teach out Social Emotional Lessons. No teasing will be allowed by
students towards a student wearing a mask or a student who is not wearing one.
We are going to focus on continuing to build a respectful culture for our students
as we move into this new stage.

● All IPTO volunteers for the Lunch Program will need to continue to mask.
● It is possible that during a community outbreak that the district will enact more

situational masking to mitigate transmission risk. In the event that community
and school based numbers increase to a critical level the district may return to
Universal Masking for all students. Based on school and community rates this
would have only occurred for all students this last month of January for instance.

It has been a long journey to get to this point. I am thankful that we did so based on data and
mitigation practices that support this. We will continue to evaluate our Health and Safety Plan in
the context of health and legal guidance and may adjust it as required. Finally, thank you, to the
incredible amount of kind and supportive emails that many parents have sent to the district.
Your support and kindness is overwhelming and means so much to our teachers. Your caring
fuels our teachers and has helped them as we all continue to work through unprecedented
times.

Additionally, on a different topic, please note we will be monitoring the weather closely in case
there will be a need for a Snow Day on Thursday. This will be reviewed and possibly called late
on Wednesday. At this point school will be in session and in the event there is a Snow Day, it
will be made up with In-Person instruction later this year. No Remote or eLearning will be
offered for the Snow Day as District 10 and the Board of Education prefer to make this up with
in-person instruction at a later date.

Thank you,

Craig Benes
Superintendent


